Dear [MP-Name],

Support for Phase 2 of Non-Domestic MEES Regulations and the Need for Legislative Clarity in the Real Estate and Construction Industry

As a constituent of [Constituency-Name] working within the real estate industry, I am writing to urge your support in calling on the Government to confirm Phase 2 of the non-domestic Minimum Energy Efficiency Standards (MEES), specifically setting the minimum requirement for commercial rental properties to achieve an EPC Grade B by 2030.

As a commercial energy assessor based in [Location], I see first-hand how important clear regulatory signals are to driving meaningful energy efficiency upgrades across our industry.

Across England and Wales, there are approximately 1.8 million commerical properties, mostly owned by landlords and leased to a wide range of businesses. For these stakeholders, clear legislation is essential in guiding long-term investment and operational decisions. 

If Ministers confirm and implement Phase 2 of commercial rental MEES, our industry is ready to help deliver high-quality, energy-efficient business space that reduce CO₂ pollution. It would unlock substantial private capital investment, boost employment, lower energy bills for UK businesses, and support the nation’s broader Net Zero and energy security ambitions.

Why Phase 2 of commercial rental MEES is important:

1. Effective and Proven Regulation

Phase 1 of commercial rental MEES has already proven to be a powerful regulatory tool. Prior to its implementation, landlords often had no incentive to improve a building’s energy performance, since tenants bore the burden of energy costs. The introduction of commercial rental MEES changed this overnight, as substandard properties became unlettable.

When Phase 1 was introduced in 2015, 19% of commercial rental buildings were rated EPC F or G (non-compliant). As at 2025, this figure is now close to ZERO, as it has been illegal for a commercial landlord to receive rent from a substandard building for the last 2 years. This demonstrates how clear and realistic regulation can drive meaningful change.

Achieving an EPC B rating is increasingly practical and affordable. Especially with retrofit measures such as improved insulation, LED lighting and the replacement of fossil fuel-based HVAC systems with efficient electric alternatives connected to our increasingly decarbonised grid. These improvements reduce operational emissions and future-proof assets.




2. Economic Stimulus and Job Creation

Phase 1 sparked substantial investment in energy upgrades over the last ten years, but without clarity on Phase 2, this momentum is stalling. Investment is being delayed as the market awaits policy direction.

Phase 2 would unlock major private capital for retrofit projects, supporting work for local trades (electricians, plumbers, engineers) and enabling the training and employment of the next generation of construction professionals. Much of the technology involved, such as LED lighting, HVAC systems and insulation is manufactured in the UK, supporting domestic supply chains.

3. Lower Energy Costs and Greater Energy Security

Commercial buildings currently represent 23% of built environment carbon emissions in the UK. Reducing reliance on natural gas, particularly in light of recent price shocks following the war in Ukraine, makes strategic and economic sense.

Currently, 56% of our natural gas is imported. In contrast, a growing majority of our electricity is generated from domestic low-carbon sources. More efficient All-Electric buildings reduce exposure to volatile global gas markets and enhance energy resilience for UK businesses.

4. Investor and Institutional Readiness

Experience with landlords, especially institutional investors and public-sector stakeholders shows that upgrades to EPC B will only be prioritised if legislation requires it. Without a firm policy commitment, many remain reluctant to release the necessary capital.

With a clear signal from Government, these investors are ready to act. Bringing forward large-scale investment to deliver meaningful building improvements aligned with the UK’s Net Zero targets.

The construction industry is ready to deliver this transformation, the workforce, technology, and capital are all in place. What’s missing is a clear and stable policy signal to move forward with confidence, this is confirmation of Phase 2 of MEES and its 2030 EPC B target.

The Government can stimulate green growth, protect businesses from energy price volatility, and reinforce our climate commitments. I would be grateful if you could write to the Ministers at DESNZ, Ed Miliband MP and Martin McCluskey MP, and support this important next step, which our industry needs. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your-Business-Name]
